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compounds being placed in circumstances, suitable for bringing into play the respective aflinities of their
component parts; either there is a change and new products formed without our being able to determine which
is the most powerful aflinity under which they act, or the first composition remains, contrary to the order
indicated by the superior aflinity of the principle of one of the component parts to the aflinity of the other. In
these two cases we say that they are not the relations of aflinity of one body to another, but afiinities of
concourse, otherwise called double afinities; in a word, the sum of all the united aflinities which are needed to
explain these phenomena. Two bodies being put in contact, the compound which results is supercompounded,
or united with an excess of one of the principles. This tendency to supercomposition, is sometimes so strong,
that when the least affinity of a third body interferes with it, the proportions of the first compound are changed,
and the neutral state destroyed. This tendency may cause the production of crystals, with excess of base, in an
acid liquor. To distinguish this force, we shall call it the aflinity of a compound for an excess of one of its
constituents, or for shortness, afinity qfezvcess, which will be enough to recall the idea when it has been well
grasped. However paradoxical some of these propositions may...
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